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Introduction
 This book comes as a result of  my astonishing inability to 

organize work that I’ve done in a coherent format.  Although 

focused primarily on my accomplishments and projects, I hope 

that a certain portion of  this book will be taken as a creation of  

art and design in itself.

I hope you have as much fun looking at my projects as I did 

developing them.

Sincerely,

Alex Sassoon
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Designer & Intern Teaching Assistant & Grader

 William Fisher Architecture provides architecture & design 
for residential to large scale commercial development projects.  I 
generated presentation materials, design and modeling for projects and 
future large-scale ideas.
	 At	UCSC	I	contributed	to	a	LEED	Gold	Certified	Health	Center,	
for which we won the 2012 Acterra Business Environmental Awards 
and	were	asked	to	speak	at	the	2011	California	Higher	Education	
Sustainability Conference.

 My primary responsibilities 
were to grade assignments, 
teach labs and study sessions, 
create test questions and 
assignments, and to research 
potential textbook changes 
to the course.
 The assignment at right is an exercise to create a building 
form using a single sheet of  paper.  I developed these images as 
examples for the class.

Courses & Quarter Taught:

Green Building Design - TA Summer 2011, Grader Spring 2012
Sustainability Engineering - Grader Fall 2010, TA Fall 2011
Renewable Resource Design - Grader Spring 2012

Sustainability Engineering, Green Building Design & Renewable 
Resource Engineering

William Fisher Architecture — June 2011 to 2012 & UC Santa Cruz 
Physical Planning and Construction from Dec. 2010 to Jan. 2012
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Fine Art
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Photography
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Floating Amphitheater & Sports Arena
  New York City, NY

 This project was designed to be in a series of  circular buildings 
to be built throughout the world’s major cities as a symbol of  peace and 
collaboration.		The	buildings	would	hold	culturally	significant	events	
throughout the year, be a meeting place for every nationality, as well as 
sorurce of  economic growth for the host city.

 This particular design was especially planned to be placed in New 
York	City,	either	in	Central	Park	or	the	Hudson	River.		Three	piers	allow	
people to walk to the amphitheater, creating a place to exist and thrive rather 
than a place to simply visit and shop.

 A green roof  terrace creates a pleasant experience for dining, meetings 
and viewing the city, while also reducing cooling systems.  The roof  above 
frames the geodesic dome roof  over the amphitheater and provides ample 
room for solar photovoltaic panels (not shown).  The geodesic dome itself  is 
designed to pull warm air from the building, further reducing cooling load.

 The Floating Amphitheater was designed to comfortably seat 18 
thousand people for events such as stage performances, sports events and 
concerts, and rivals the size of  Madison Square Garden with a 150 foot 
diameter circular stage.  The Amphitheater also has the potential for 
approximately one million square feet of  commerical space, making it an 
ideal location to spend the day.
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The	Mini	House	is	a	550	ft2 two 
bedroom one bathroom unit designed to 

meet the needs of  a growing family and a 
suburban lifestyle while creating higher density 

communities.  
		 The	emphasis	on	space	efficiency	helps	reduce	

unnecessary purchases by minimizing storage and non-
occupied space, thereby improving the affordability of  
the house.  An emphasis on non-vehicular transportation 
allows for a larger front yard and bicycle storage. The kitchen and dining room make 

up the center of  the house, creating 
a warm place for gathering without 
relying on digital entertainment.
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Childcare Center

 The Childcare Center focuses on the connection between 
the indoor and outdoor environment, and creates a daylit, posi-
tive space for growing minds.  Children are encouraged to inter-
act with the structure directly via the domed skylights and sloped, 
grass roof.

University of  California, Santa Cruz
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Cities can be built to harvest wind energy, improve  
transportation and create a visual aesthetic.  The walkable 
paths between buildings double as turbine stations, while the 
ground is shielded from high winds using heavy tree cover.

Venice Beach

 Venice Beach, California is a vibrant community that’s been a cultural melting 
pot for the rest of  Southern California.  The original design of  the city was to mimic 
the canals of  Venice, Italy, however the current layout limits the use of  large plazas, 
public spaces and parks for areas except the beachfront.
 The primary goal of  improving circulation, infrastructure and land use in 
Venice	is	to	increase	local	business	and	reduce	traffic	congestion	where	possible.		
Traffic	generated	within	the	city	can	be	mitigated	through	alternative	transortation	
incentives,	such	as	safe	bike	paths	&	pedestrian	access,	whereas	flow-through	traffic	
can	be	managed	to	only	flow	along	major	corridors,	through	the	use	of 	street	
capping and narrower streets.  Creating plazas and walkable areas will increase local 
business and create a “place” rather than a “space”.

Windward circle is at the center of  Venice’s cultural melting pot, but lacks any public space or 
integrated plazas.  Inserting a coffee bar into the center of  the circle and creating alternative 
transportation methods makes for a slower, more “place” oriented design.

Urban Planning
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Contact
310.266.8625

amhsmc@gmail.com
alexsassoon.com
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Alexander Sassoon
Candide et Constanter


